
Munising Downtown Development Authority 
Minutes of Meeting 

June 5, 2019 
 
Members Present:  Dale Immel, Rick Bowerman, Travis Cross, Tom Hall, Donna Grahovac, Debbie Nedeau, Jackie 
Reynolds  
 
Members Absent:  Rod DesJardins (e), Pat Gariepy (u) 
 
Others Present:  Kathy Reynolds, Pat Sanderson, Jaymie Depew 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Dale Immel at 7:59 am.  
 
Approval of Agenda:  Rick made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, Debbie supported.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Public Comment:  None 

  
Approval of Meeting Minutes for May 22, 2019:  Debbie made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, 
Donna supported.  The motion passed.   
 
Approval of Bills for Payment: 

a. MDOT  Traffic light maintenance (50/50 w/City)  $141.09 
 b. Kathy Reynolds Cell phone data pkg.    $50.00 
 c. Madigan’s Hardware Supplies     $19.99 
 d. HTC   Phone       $40.09 
 e. Munising News Ad: Memorial Day safety page   $35.00 
 f. GMBPCD  4th Qtr. Contribution (Inv 2917)   $663.15 
 g. Dale Cummings Art in the Alley: Installation   $200.00 
 h. Mike Lempinen Art in the Alley: Mural     $5,000.00 
 
Kathy explained that the total bill for Mike Lempinen to design and paint three murals for installation in Munising 
is $20,000.  The DDA will pay $5,000 with funds from an Art in the Alley Placemaking Grant the DDA received and 
the balance will be paid by CUPPAD with a different Placemaking Grant.  The bill for the GMBPCD is to cover Jaymie 
Depew’s salary and fringes for the remainder of the fiscal year.   
  
Rick made a motion to pay the bills as presented, Debbie supported.  The motion passed. 
 
Budget:   
a. Revised Year-end Budget Adjustments:   Kathy said we need to change the budget adjustments approved at 
the last meeting.  The needed adjustments are:  increase Plants & Decorations $5,000, increase Administrative 
$1,000 and increase Signs and Streetlights $4,500.  Kathy said that a few of the approved Façade Grants for 
2018/2019 have not taken place and funds for the adjustments can be taken from that line item.  Rick made a 
motion to approve the budget adjustments as suggested by Kathy, Debbie supported.  The motion passed.  
 
Old Business:  
a. Event Funding Request: Munising Bay Cruisers Car Show requested funding of $1,000 – the DDA limit is $500.  
The board discussed the car cruise on Friday going to Grand Marais and the Munising Visitors Bureau has cut their 
funding due to this and the fact that they are not seeing “heads in beds” for the car show.  Rick made a motion 
to approve $500 for the Munising Bay Cruisers, Donna supported.  The motion passed.  The funds will be paid 
in July so they will come out of the new 2019/2020 budget year.   
 



b. Event Funding Request: Peter Jonas Community Band requested funding of $500.  They did play yesterday 
afternoon in front of PSB to try and draw people downtown from the Farmers Market and dock.  Debbie said she 
heard lots of good comments in her store about it.  The band would use the funds to purchase new music.  
Tom made a motion to approve $500 for the Peter Jonas Community Band, Debbie supported.  The motion 
passed.   
 
c. Event Funding Request: 4th of July Freedom Run requested funding of $500.  The DDA logo would appear on 
the T-shirts; the funds are paid to the 4th of July Committee.   
d. Update Event Funding Request: The 4th of July Committee previously requested funding of $500 for the 4th of 
July Entertainment in the Park for which the DDA requested further information.  Dale said he received an 
update and the Committee has talked with Kenny McNally re: his entertainment and given him a warning going 
forward.  They are also hiring a band to play on the 4th in the park near the pavilion.  Kenny will still be 
supplying some music for the day, but not the only music.      
The DDA has currently awarded $1,000 to the 4th of July Committee this year and awarded $1,500 last year.  The 
board discussed the various events and scope of the DDA supporting them.  An anonymous donor offered to 
sponsor the Freedom Run for the $500 they are seeking.  There was no support from the DDA board for that 
event and the request died for lack of a motion.  With the anonymous donor funding the Freedom Run and the 
addition of the new band for the 4th of July, the board was inclined to support the Entertainment in the Park 
request.  Travis made a motion to approve $500 for the Entertainment in the Park, Tom supported.  The 
motion passed. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Other Business:  None 
 
Executive Director’s Update/Partnership Update:   Kathy discussed the three Placemaking Grants that were 
approved and will be used for updating the city directories, additional gardening and another alley project 
(possibly from Maple to Birch).  Kathy also requested funding from the Munising Visitor Bureau and was 
approved for the Dog Park ($2,500), Gardening ($7,500), and a contribution to help pay for the kiosk workers.  
Pictured Rocks Days plans are going well; we can use more volunteers.  Jaymie has been working on Art in the 
Alley for the last two days with help from a Superior Watershed Partnership work crew.  The art is installed and 
everything is basically done, except the gardening.  The large DDA banners will be hung on M28 this week.  
Kathy said we need to order 50 new US flags at a cost of about $1,500.  Pictured Rocks Cruises has again 
donated boats for the Fireworks Cruise.  Kathy and Devin are working on the LMI resurvey.  Kathy is on the 
hospital board and reported that Melissa Hall has resigned as CEO, for personal reasons.  An interim CEO will be 
here for 3-6 months; he previously was interim CEO at Bell Hospital.  There is a meeting on Monday, June 10th, 
11am at Alger Parks & Rec re: the legislation introduced in Lansing by Sarah Cambensy for the 5% lodging tax 
introduced that the Alger County government would receive.  Kathy said that the city of Munising cannot put in 
another tax to help with their increased costs associated with tourism and increased visitation.  The Munising 
Visitors Bureau is against this new tax.  The possible additional county tax on lodging would negatively affect 
Munising’s lodging establishments and the majority of Munising’s businesses.       
  
City Manager’s Report:  None 
 
Round Table Discussion:  The board discussed some tensions in the area lately between some entities and the 
fact that the good relationships that exist here are needed to allow us to keep growing and moving in the right 
direction.  Dale briefly discussed the new auto insurance reform.   
  
Adjournment:    Travis made a motion to adjourn at 9:14, Debbie supported.  The motion passed. 
 
 
Next meeting:  June 19, 2019 


